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The role of cultural structures as a social 
infrastructure in inner areas

di Aurora Cavallo

# Basilicata
# Aree interne 
# Rigenerazione rurale

# Basilicata
# Inner periphery
# Rural regeneration

The paper discusses the project of a cultural structure in Val d’Agri that inves-
tigates the regional history of South in the twentieth century and the issues 
concerning fragile areas of the Mediterranean in the 21st century, focusing 
on the role of cultural structures in internal areas as elements of social infra-
structure.

Val d’Agri is a south-western portion of the Lucanian Apennines, preserving its 
agricultural vocation, since the second half of the Thirties it is the subject of 
oil research. To the fragility common to the internal areas under the socio-de-
mographic and environmental profile, to the economic ones connected to an 
idea of ​​development, imagined by the extraordinary intervention, here are 
added the contradictions related to the present and to the energy activities.
The idea of ​​a cultural structure, as a public policy and as a tool for a model of 
welfare and territorial cohesion, reveal a profound discontinuity with respect 
to an idea of ​​development, and of planning, which is not based on the transfer 
of models, subjects or processes, but reasons around the causes of territorial 
fragilities, which concern the community, institutions, infrastructures social 
and civicness.

Il presente contributo discute il progetto di una struttura culturale, a carattere 
museale, in Val d’Agri che indaghi il Mezzogiorno italiano nel Novecento e i 
temi che riguardano le aree fragili del Mediterraneo. 

Il prologo a questa proposta è determinato dall’avvio di un percorso di colla-
borazione tra un gruppo di ricerca di Universitas Mercatorum, ateneo pub-
blico-privato legato al sistema camerale, e il comune di Grumento Nova. In 
questa fase, è in corso la redazione di un piano che si compone di un profilo 
strategico e uno di carattere operativo connesso alla fattibilità del progetto.
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